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Nobody Asked Me 


By E. Bjorge 


’M JUST THE KID from down the block. My folks, 


3 they ain’t much count, I guess. Least, they dont’t care 

i when us kids come or go. Ma, she takes in washings. Pa 

Py don’t do much but lay around and send Jim or me down 

= to the corner for a can of beer when he gets thirsty. And 

: when he gets loaded, we all scram. 

= I wonder how’t would be to have folks that cared. No- 

fe body cares ’bout me, ’less it’s you, Tige. My teacher, 

+ she’s pretty and treats everybody nice. But she says she don’t like boys with dirty 
es fingernails and necks that don’t get washed. I guess I must be one, ’cause she don’t 


touch me if she can help, and when she smiles at me, it’s sort of quick, like she did it 
’cause she wouldn’t not smile. 


Omemday she asked some of the boys to stay after school. She smiled so us kids 
knew it wasn’t no punishment. But she didn’t ask me. I hung ’round, though, and after 


awhile they came out jabbering sixty per. Teacher goes to that big stone church down - 
town on Sundays. Some of the girls in our room are in her Sunday school class. So ‘ 
there’s a man she knows, a white guy that leads a Scout troop, and he’s going to take 5 
the same class as hers, only boys. And so Miss Marron told the boys she thought ‘ 
would want to go to come down to church Sunday. They all went this morning. % 
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ey got up early and walked sorta slow down past the street where Teacher lives. It was 
quiet and still, like somebody said “Hush!” I could hear Teacher singing upstairs 
when I walked past her house. I could hear some of the words. “Bless this day the 
Lord hath made!” It made me feel funny inside. When Teacher says “Lord” she sorta 
stops and then it rings out like a bell. A big car came whizzing up and stopped by her 
gate..And this tall, smiling man got out and called, “Alice!” My teacher stuck her 
head out the window and said, “Oh, Hugh, isn’t this a glorious Sabbath morning!” 
The way she says it makes me think of the woods when sunlight breaks through 
leaves and a little bunny looks at you from behind a bush. Like you was king over a 
big country, or something. (Concluded on page 9) 
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his is the Parish Education Issue 


See greetings from the Board on page 5 
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News and Notes 


NOTES FROM THE SECOND 
WORLD ASSEMBLY WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


The newspapers of the land have 
carried much news about the Second 
World Assembly being held at Evan- 
ston, Ill. We have studied many of the 
papers here at Chicago and Evanston, 
and we believe that the reports have 
generally been true and fair. The 
Ansgar Lutheran is not able to devote 
too much space to the event. But 
since we are attending the Assembly 
as part of our vacation, we shall leave 
out news items till next time and just 
devote this page to some impressions 
from Evanston, 


A Great Welcome. When we came 
to the station at Evanston, we were 
met by the Boy Scouts who carried our 
suitcases to the taxis. But here was 
another surprise, the taxis were ordin- 
ary citizens from Evanston, mostly 
housewives, who took us to our hotel 
free of charge. The Whole North Shore 
Community has joined with the North- 
western University, the official host, to 
make us welcome. 


The organization of the Assembly 
seems to be perfect. It is a tremendous 
job to receive some 600 delegates, some 
1200 consultants and accredited visitors, 
some 1000 news men and editors, and 
thousands of other visitors and make 
things go smoothly. But everything is 
right at one’s hand. The addresses are 
handed to us before they are delivered 
in the language, English, German, and 
French, we wish to have them. As a 
matter of fact the press men get them 
* in special boxes hours before. 


The plenary sessions are held in the 
large McGaw Hall. Right below the 
platform 600 voting delegates are seat- 
ed at tables. Behind them are the ac- 
credited visitors. Consultants and ob- 
servers are seated to the sides. The 
Press also is seated to the side of the 
platform. 


The Opening Service. Sunday morn- 
ing August 15, the opening service 
was held at the First Methodist Church. 
It was a most colorful sight to see the 
long procession of churchmen in their 


colorful vestments come into the 


church. High-churchmen and low- 
church, High-churchmen and Low - 


from the older churches of Europe 
and also from Ethiopia, and people 
from the younger churches, that is, 
from the churches that are the fruit 
of foreign mission work the last 150 
years. The delegates from these young- 
er churches came in a body and they 
made a great impression. If that had 
been only 100 years ago, very few 
people outside the Europeans and the 


‘Americans would have had any place 


in the procession. Now it is getting to 
be rather common to meet important 
churchmen that are not white like we 
are. This morning I sat next to a ne- 
gro bishop of the Methodist Church. 
Some of the best lectures we have 
heard have been delivered by some of 
the natives from the younger churches. 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam preached 
the opening sermon on the main theme 
emphasizing that “We intend to stay 
together,” 


It is obvious that we could not all 
get into the church, but we saw and 
heard the service over TV. We were 
some 50 news men in a little room. It 
was thrilling to hear the men from 
the secular papers join in the singing 
of the hymns and in saying the Lord’s 
Prayer. 


The Festival of Faith. The most 
thrilling and inspiring event as.far as 
the general public is concerned was the 
Festival of Faith held Sunday night 
at Soldiers Field, a great stadium 
seating over 100,000 people. Already 
at 5 o’clock people began to come for 
the Festival at 8:00. A huge choir of 
over 2,000 voices sang special numbers. 
The audience sang some of the great 
hymns too. It was announced there 
were 125,000 people present. To sing 
“Faith of our Fathers” and say the 
Lord’s Prayer with all these people 
was something you never forget. The 
main attraction that night was the 
three Biblical themes presented by a 
narrator and an action chorus of 160 
beautifully costumed young people, 
mostly girls, who by their silent mo- 
tions on the grass in the middle of the 
field acted out the events of the themes 
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as they were read by the narrator. 7 
choir which had now been place 
different parts of the stadium vy) 
trumpeters, answered the narrator vj, 
responses. 
The first Biblical theme set forth } 
creation of the world, and the creat) 
of light and man. As the fall of 
was told through the voice of the 
rator and the interpretive movemé 
of the action chorus, the congregat), 
joined in the general confession of 6 


1) 
f 


The second and third themes prese | 
ed God’s prophecy about Christ 4 
his coming as Savior. He camejj 
make all things new, and we saw |, 
fore us the church working for hif 

The Festival ended with an ac l; 
dedication and affirmation of the hi 
which Christ gives to the church : 
to the world. . 


As the choir responded, “He is cq, 
ing, He is coming,” a reverent sile} 
was upon the huge audience. ij 
iT 

The work of the Assembly has jj 
started at this writing. We shall w)) 
about that in the next issue. But } 
thing impresses us: The general | 
phasis that the church must be a mr} 
tant church bringing the gospel to} 


people, not just to nice people. ! 


We meet people. No doubt the I 
interesting and often the most helth 
experience is that of meeting peo}, 
from the different lands. One day } 
have lunch with a man from New Z/ 
land, the next day the man is fré 
South America. Or we get to cell’ 
with a bishop from India. he 


\ 


The delegates from Denmark dll 
interesting people. Bishop H. Fuglsar} 
Damgaard, The Rev. C. V. A. Rerf 
torff, The Rev. Johannes Langhej 
Dr. Regin Prenter and Bishop | 
Hoffmeyer, who will make an exten, 
ed trip in the United States and Cal 
ada. 


One night we met with the whc 
delegation from the three Nordic cou 
tries. 


Our own president, Dr. Hans C. Jé 
sild is here. Pastors Girtz, Siersbécd 
F. C. M. Hansen, E. R. Andersen ail 
Dr. Nyholm, we have met on the car 
pus. | 
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ditorials and Comments 
e are constantly receiving literature pertaining to 


}: great need of chaplains in all the services of the 
lited States military forces. During the world war 
synod had the highest number of chaplains in pro- 
tion to the other Lutheran bodies. But now we have 

Ynk to a sad low in this respect. We have only one 

faplain, the Rev. Gilbert Jensen, in the service. We 

ieve that some of our young pastors and theological 
aduates would do well to apply for a commission. The 
ung men of our nation need the chaplains. A chap- 
$m has a great opportunity to serve Christ. We believe 
. lat a man with some years of experience as a chaplain 
: Il be able to serve much better in the ministry, so 


. 


Fain we say, Young pastors, become chaplains! 


Young Pastors, Become Chaplains! 


Pastors’ Salaries 


few years ago we often wrote about pastors’ sal- 
ues. We have not written about this subject for some 
the, because we thought it was not necessary. But re- 
tly we talked to a district president who said that 
subject is still a vital one. 
It seems to us that we have some very faithful pas- 
“s. When we think of the large budget synod adopts 
pm year to year, we marvel that it is paid. The pas- 
vs certainly have been the key men in getting this 
ine. 
e emphasis as far as the synodical administration 
i: concerned is: Get the budget paid! That is the job of 
He synodical officers, but congregations and pastors 
Hust not be forgotten. We know that there are pastors 
mo work unselfishly for the budget of synod, because 
pey want to be in bold face type in our annual report. 
ke have the small rural churches who pay their synod- 
fal budget or almost pay it, and the pastor “gets by” 
j. the minimum salary. 
¥ We are not sure that this is right. We should try to 
iy the synodical budget, but the pastor certainly should 
Hot be underpaid. 
We know of one congregation in the synod which has 
its by-laws that the pastor’s salary must be on the 
tenda at every annual meeting. W®= think this congre- 
ition has a good point. Every year the pastor’s salary 
brought up. It gives the pastor a chance to say if he is 
»t satisfied, and it gives the congregation a chance to cor- 
et the situation. So keep this in mind, lay leaders, 
-xt time you meet in your annual congregational meet- 


The Synodical Budget 

While we are writing about the pastors’ salaries we 
fay also write a word about the synodical budget. We 
» not believe we give too much to the kingdom of God, 
it the fact is that 1954 was the lowest year in the 
mod as far as congregations are concerned. Even 
mugh we met the budget, 60 congregations out of the 
4, about one-third of them, did not meet the budget. 
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This was the biggest number of congregations that did 
not pay their budget in full since 1948. We have not 
checked further back. 

This year the budget is higher than before. The Dis- 
tricts will pass their home mission obligations to the 
synod. Now the Districts, in order to be fair to synod, 
must not try to raise the same as before. They will be 
tempted to do that. They will forget that synod asks 
for more, and they will be tempted to ask the same as 
they asked last year. The Districts are asked to give to 
Lutheran Welfare, Lutheran Students’ Association, the 
Bible camps, etc. These causes are congregational caus- 
es, not District causes. The District budgets should just 
be big enough to take care of their administration. 

If Districts continue to ask for the same budget less 
congregations will be able to pay their budget to synod. 

As we study the trends in our synodical giving we 
have great cause to thank God, but we also have great 
cause to start thinking about the situation. If 120 con- 
gregations had not given more than their quota, the 
budget would not have been met. This year these con- 
gregations are asked to give more than the amount they 
gave above their quota last year. Will they give more 
than their quota, or will the 60 congregations give more 
than last year? 

We believe that we have reached a point which de- 
serves careful study. 


Parish Education 

This is the time when Sunday schools and Bible clas- 
ses get into full swing. Therefore this issue is devoted 
to parish education. Mrs. K. M. Ludvigsen, editor of 
The Little Lutheran, has produced most of the issue. 

The need for an informed and well instructed church 
is greater than ever. Our churches generally meet only 
Sunday mornings. Mid-week services are rare, Sunday 
evening services are also rare. How can we give our 
members the necessary instruction so that they may 
grow in grace. 

We are happy that our Sunday schools are flourishing. 
We do believe that our adult Bible classes need to be 
built up. 

We also think of our Luther Leagues. When we talk 
to pastors they say it is most difficult to keep the league 
going. We believe we need a study of our league work. 
The fact is that since 1941 and 1942 when our young 
men went into the army things have changed. At that 
time the members were often above 20. We had senior 
leagues and junior leagues. The juniors were teen-agers 
up to 16, and the seniors were from 16 to 25. Now we 
have only junior leagues, young people from 14-18. 
When they get to be 18 years old they drop out of the 
League, going to college or they get married. 

We wish our pastors would write to us in the form 
of articles and letters about their league work. Thus 
we might help one another. We got an idea recently at 
Spencer, where we assigned an older leaguer to those 
recently confirmed as big brother or big sister to each of 
them. Their job is to befriend one and try to bring him 

(Continued on page 9) 
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This is Evangelism 


The Sunday School and the Unbaptized Chil: 


(The following is an excerpt from Dr. Gerberding’s “The 
Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church.” Although writ- 
fen many years ago, it is still heartily to be recommended, 
and teachers are especially encouraged to read it.) 


“We have thus far spoken only of the relation of the 
school to the baptized children of Christian parents. A 
Sunday school has, however, by no means fulfilled its 
mission by looking after those that are already lambs 
of the flock. A Sunday school, like a congregation, to be 
true to itself and its divine Master, must be a missionary 
institution. In every community there are lambs who have 
never been in the flock of the Good Shepherd, or have 
already wandered astray. There are children who have 
never been either baptized or instructed in heavenly 
things at home. Or, if baptized, they have been permitted 
to grow up afterwards as wild heathen children. Yes, 
even in the homes of members of our Church, there are 
children, whether baptized or not, who are thus growing 
up utterly neglected. If baptized, they don’t even know 
it. Much less do they know the significance of their bap- 
tism. 

“It is the mission of the Sunday school to gather in 
these destitute ones, from the street, and from their 
Christless homes. The Sunday school must become a 
spiritual home for them. The earnest teacher can and 
ought to find out who of his pupils belong to this class 
and apply to such the needed instruction and exhortation. 
In their case it is truly the object of the Sunday school to 
lead them to Jesus, to labor for their conversion, to 
Christianize them. This, as a matter of course, also ap- 
plies to those even from Christian homes who were bap- 
tized, and perhaps also, to some extent, instructed in 
divine things, but who have gone astray and thus fallen 
from their baptismal covenant. All such who are not at 
present in covenant relationship with Christ, who are 
turned away from Christ, must be turned back, i.e., con- 
verted. 


“Now, this difficult work, this great change, can be 


Sunday School is only a routine exercise and never becom! 
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accomplished only through the power of God’s Wo! 
‘The law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul.’ ‘T 
Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.’ T 
words of Christ, ‘They are spirit and they are life.’ | 
sinners, whether young or old, are to be reclaimed 
Christ, it must be through that Word which ‘is quic 
i.e., full of life, ‘and powerful and sharper than any tw 
edged sword.’ Let the Sunday school teacher depend 
nothing else than this Word of God. It is always < 
companied by the Spirit of God. It is the living seed | 
the new life. Let it be used prayerfully. Let it be taug 
carefully. Let it be taught clearly. Let it be impres 
and applied to heart, and conscience, and life. Drive) 
home personally and individually to the impenitent p 
pil. See him by himself, visit him in his home, teach h. 
in his class. Cease not your prayers and your efforts ¢ 
the Word so lodges and fastens itself in the mind a: 
conscience that it makes him realize his own sinfulne 
and need of a Savior, and also that Savior’s readiness | 
save. This is God’s way of salvation. This is the Wi 
of Salvation in the Lutheran Church. The Sunday schd 
teacher who follows this way will win souls. The imper 
tent sinners of his class will be brought to repentan 
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ; so | 
one way they will be converted; while those who are @ 
ready Christ’s will grow in Grace and in the knowledge | 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 


Sunday School: An Experience 


A child should experience the saving power, the forgivi 
power, the sustaining power of our Lord and Saviour. — 


an experience, the lessons taught may never become a vit 
part of his life. 


Teachers:— 
Do you give the child experiences in worship? 
Does your worship service and your teaching create ¢ 


attitude of worship, respect and reverence in the hea’ 
of the child? | 


Have you shown him that God can be 
life? 


Have you sought to lead him into a closer fellowship wit 


very real in h 


Christ? 
Do you give the child experiences in the Word of God? 
Is the Bible a living, useful Book to him? 
Have you taught him to love and revere it? sl 
Has he found that it can answer his questions and hel 
him to solve life’s problems? | 
Do you give the child experiences in prayer? : 
Is the Lord’s Prayer the only prayer which he prays? 
Is prayer a definite part of your class teaching? 
Does your class know the meaning of prayer fellowship 
Does the child know the true meaning of prayer? 
Do you give the child experiences in sharing? 
Is the offering just a collection to him, or a part of wo! 
shipful giving? 
Does he find joy in giving? 


Is he taught how he can be a missionary himself? 


—Selecte 
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What a wonderful slogan for 
our 1954-55 emphasis in Christian 


education as carried on in our 


parishes or churches! We rejoice 
that Christ came that we might 
have life in Him. 


“Life in Him.” That is the very 
starting point of all Christian 


nurture and training. Christian 


parents, who have brought their 


child to God in Holy Baptism, 


know this. That is the reason they 
take the small hands of their 
child, fold them, and pray his 
evening prayer with him. That is 
the reason they begin early to tell 
their child about Christ, Who is 
the Life, and of His love that 


planted this life within their child. 
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That is the reason they take their 
child with them to Sunday school 
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LIFE IN HIM 


at an early age, because they re- 
alize the need for the continued 
nurture and training of this Life 
of Christ in their child. 


“Life in Him.” That is the very 
basis or foundation of Christian 
Sunday school work from the 
nursery or the beginners class 
up through the most aged adult 
Bible class. That is the reason 
why a teacher willingly and glad- 
ly consents to teach his or her 
class in the Sunday school. Chris- 
tian knowledge and experience 
causes the consecrated teachers 
to know the blessed reality of this 
Life in Him. From their own 
Christian experience comes the 
personal knowledge of the need 
for the nurture and training of 


this life through the Word. Out 


‘The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are 
: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
nd forth laborers into his harvest.” 


—Luke 10:2. 


1. Nearly half of the people in the United States and 


AN THERE BE any doubt as te the chief business of 
Church today? Look at the facts about the Church 
our country: 


a greeting from the 
board of parish education 


of this need comes the willingness 
and the determination to teach, in 
order that the boys and girls, in 
whom this life is implanted, may 
also have this life nurtured and 
trained through the teaching of 
His Word in the Sunday school 
class from Sunday to Sunday. 


“Life in Him.” May that be the 
blessed motive back of our entire 
parish work in Christian educa- 
tion. May it be the source of 
Christian joy and strength in the 
life of all faithful Sunday school 
teachers and workers in our 
synod. That is the wish and prayer 
of the members of the Board of 
Parish Education as we think of 
our task for 1954 and 1955. 


—S. S. Kaldahl, Chairman. 


Our Chief Business 


By Royal E. Lesher 
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With such opportunities on the doorstep of nearly 


Canada are outside the Church. More than one- 
fourth of the baptized members of the Church are 
children under confirmation age, whom we must 
lead to a conscious acknowledgement of Christ as 
Savior and to a personal commitment to Christ as 
Lord. 


‘2 Almost one-third of the confirmed members of the 
Church are completely inactive. 


“NOW THINK of what Jesus said to the seventy: “The 
arvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few: 
-ay ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send 
th laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2) 
‘To those who were present at His ascension, He said, 
ut ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is 
sme upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in 
*rusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the 
‘termost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 


every congregation, and such words of concern and di- 
rection from Jesus, there can be only one answer to the 
question: What is the chief task of the Church today? It 
is evangelism. Nothing less important dares take its place. 
It is the year-round task for the whole Church. To 
deepen, to reach out and to equip. 


THE OPENING OF SCHOOL in September should 
be the signal to begin enlistment for the church school in 
preparation for rally day. The same is true of youth for 
the Luther Leagues. Bringing boys and girls into the 
church school and the Luther Leagues at the beginning 
of a new season of activity is important. It may involve 
the necessity of instruction and preparation of some visi- 
tors especially interested in these groups. Each home 
visited in the interest of children or the youth may 
result in a decision from the entire family to prepare 
for church membership. 
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Every Sunday a Family Sunday 


ADULT BIBLE CLASSES 
By R. E. Morton 


Does your Sunday school have an adult Bible class? 
Many do, and from those schools which provide the 
adults with such an opportunity comes the report that 
the effort and time expended are many times repaid. 


In almost every Sunday school are to be found mothers 
and fathers too, who bring the children to Sunday school, 
but then have no place to spend the hour before the 
morning worship begins. Oh yes, there are the automo- 
biles in which many a Sunday morning hour is wasted 
in idle or at least profitless talk and conversation. And 
what of the example that this conduct sets for the 
children in the school? Far more influential will the 
fathers and mothers be if they not only send, but bring, 
the children and then stay themselves for an adult Bible 
class. 


An incident is recalled by the writer in which he, 
as a student, spent some time in a congregation. Every 
Sunday morning the church was filled during the Sun- 
day school hour with almost as many people as at the 
morning worship. There was not one, but several, adult 
Bible classes. There was one for young married couples, 
one for older people, another for men and another for 
the women. And the dividends paid by this work were 
evident in the spiritual life of the congregation. 

There is hardly a Sunday school which would lack for 
material for such an adult Bible class. It might require 
some active canvassing and presuasion to begin the pro- 
ject, but the gathering together of adults who would 
like to attend such a class is not impossible or overly 
difficult. 

The greatest problem facing a Sunday school establish- 
ing an adult class is no doubt the matter of a teacher. 
The task of having sufficient teachers for the Sunday 
school itself is often difficult, to say nothing of an adult 
class. It therefore becomes necessary in some instances 
for the pastor to take the class, at least for the present, 
until some other older Christian, well versed in the Scrip- 
tures and apt to teach, is found. But almost every congre- 
gation has within its ranks some man or woman who 
could well assume the work of instructing in an adult 
class. 

Living in an age in which literature is being read as 
never before, when men and women know more of what 
is transpiring about them in the world at large than ever 
before, it behooves the Christian church to provide an 
opportunity for instruction and guidance in the Word of 
God. Never before has there been such hopeless outlooks, 
dismal prospects as today. And men need the comfort 
of God’s Word, its stabilizing and bracing guidance in 
the way of life. And an adult Bible Class, properly 
planned and conducted, prayerfully attended and taught, 
will prove a definite blessing in any church which pos- 


sesses such an institution. 


FAMILY SERVICE 
By Adolph Kloth | 


Our Sunday morning Family Service at Vall 
Lutheran, in North Hollywood, grew out of a desire to « 
all possible to train our Sunday School children in a re 
church worship experience, something they were n 
getting by just attending Sunday School. The plan a 
like this: Our Sunday School is divided into two grou 
The Primary Department meets at 9:30 in separate = 
sion, At the same 9:30 hour all parents who desire, t 
gether with all the children from grade 2 and up, me 
in the chapel for a 40 minute service which is follow 
by 30 minute class periods for all. The service is t 
usual Common Service; the sermon is a short 8 to q 
minute talk for children. We wish our readers could hee 
the children sing at that service! Junior and Inte: 
mediate choirs add their inspiration every Sunda} 
Several interesting “by-products” have resulted frot 
this arrangement. As a result of it we have an adult Bib! 
Class every Sunday with about 50 in attendance. Als 
many parents of our children have come into adult cor 
firmation classes as a direct result of attending Fami 
Service with their children. 


i 
Christ for the World | 


The world changes rapidly. Science changes livin: 
conditions. 

... But the fundamental needs of man have n 
changed. Man still lives, sins and dies. Man still all 
the answer to anxious questions of his heart regardin, 
God and eternity. Man’s greatest need is the Savioi 
There man finds the answer. There is salvation in non; 
other and no other name given among men whereby wi 
may be saved, but that of Jesus Christ. Acts 4:12, 


—Selected. | 


WHAT ABOUT YOU? 


' 

| 

) 

Do you know someone who does not attend Sunday 

school? | 

Will you pray for someone who does not attend Sun 

day school? | 

Will you invite someone to come with 
school? 

Have you brought someone with you to Sunday school‘ 


Have you welcomed someone who now comes to you 
Sunday school? 


you to Sunda; 
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fe in our synod have been somewhat afraid of the 
“Child Evangelism.” We have stressed the Chris- 
nurture of the baptized child in the home and 


Yted at the baptismal font, but whose spiritual lives 
¥ dying because of no nurture in home or church? 
$5 to meet the spiritual need of this group of children 
the Board of Parish Education of our synod is pro- 
¥-ing a Sunday School Evangelism program this fall 
@he Sunday Schools of our synod. This program was 
troved by the synodical convention at Audubon last 
| Le. 
fur record for Sunday School Evangelism in the past 
not been a particularly enviable one. The 1953 
arbook showed an increase of 1941 pupils in the en- 
synod. However the increase in the Pacific District 
me where we have the heaviest concentration of Home 
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Sunday School Evangelism 


By Verner Carlsen 


Mission work, was 2,129 pupils. This indicates that in 
the other districts of the synod we actually lost ground. 

The materials that have been supplied to all our Sun- 
day Schools to carry on an Evangelism program in the 
Sunday Schools next October (or whatever time best 
fits in to the schedule of the local church) are to be 
used as aids in setting up the program. Its aim is not 
only to reach more children in the areas of our church- 
es for Christ, but also to teach our children some valu- 
able lessons in personal evangelism. If this program is 
“well prayed” and well planned it will result in bless- 
ings for our church. _ 

During the month of October in our Sunday Schools 
let’s TALK evangelism, let’s TEACH evangelism, let’s 
PRAY evangelism, let’s PRACTICE evangelism. Let’s 
think in terms of 20,000 children in our Sunday Schools 
going out in their neighborhoods, on their playgrounds, 
in their school rooms endeavoring to bring another 
child to Sunday School and to Jesus Christ. 


e Bible teaches that believers are “fellow workers 
God,” “witnesses unto Him,” “ambassadors for 
“ist,” “a royal priesthood.” If we really believe the 
lle, we understand that we belong to the “priesthood 
fall believers”; not just the pastor, but every single 
mmber must help to do the work of the congregation. 
e early Christians caught this spirit in Christ’s Gos- 
When they accepted Him as their Lord and Savior, 
immediately became workers for him. It wasn’t 
peasy for them to witness as it is for us in our day. 
lay faced a hostile world. They were accused of re- 
»ous bigotry. They encountered the pressure of social 
racism and unjust criticism by antagonistic political 
ders. Yet within three centuries they won more than 
see million converts for Christ and His Church. They 
imed the world upside down and inside out. In His 
e, they tore the gates of the Roman Empire from 
iir hinges. 
They didn’t do this tremendous task for God in beau- 
1 church structures. Nor did they splash great head- 
fas in the newspaper. They won people for the King- 
im of God through the very simple but effective meth- 
of pointing souls to the “Lamb of God who taketh 
may the sins of the world.” And the reason for the 
-at increase was: “But as many as received Him, to 
»m gave He the right to become the children of God.” 
uly “they bore on their bodies the marks of the Lord 
-us Christ.” They so lived their religion that all who 
y them knew they had been with Jesus. 
“he Church of Jesus Christ, to be real and vital in 
- world today, must catch this same spirit of the Gos- 
_ Its members dare not be just pew-sitters, refusing 
‘ake an active part in the work of the Church. They 


WORKERS TOGETHER WITH GOD 
\ \\ By Conrad M. Thompson 


must be Christ’s mind, His voice, His hands, His feet, 
His life among men. As they do this they will enrich 
their lives. The deeper convictions of faith, the joys and 
satisfaction of Christ-like living will be theirs: 


Doing the church’s work, witnessing for Jesus Christ, 
is like having money in the bank. The more we put into 
the bank, the more interest we get. In God’s work, the 
more we put into it, the more blessing we gain. A spirit- 
filled congregation is a busy congregation. It will not 
major in minors, but put Christ in the foreground. Its 
worship and prayer life will compel the members to be- 
come workers together with God, making a saving im- 
pact upon the world. 


Countless opportunities are present in every congre- 
gation which challenge the interest and concern of ev- 
ery Christien. There are unbaptized children in every 
community. Hundreds are not hearing the Word of God. 
Many never have the privilege of kneeling at the altar 
to receive the Lord’s Supper. Others never sing our 
Christian hymns and some have never heard about Jesus 
Christ. It is frightening to realize that the day will come 
when they will die and hell will be their eternal abode, 
because they never knew the forgiveness of sin. Think 
of it, dear friends, we may be responsible because we 
did not tell about Christ or because we have rested in 
our church instead of working. Let us allow God to stir 
up the gift within us in order that we might realize that 
the night is coming when no man can work. We can be 
the connecting link between some lost soul and Christ. 
Belonging to the “priesthood of believers,’ we are all to 
work together in this ministry of the Gospel of Christ. 


LET US BE WORKERS TOGETHER WITH GOD. 


This And That in Parish Education 


Within our synod as of Jan. 1, 1954, 
there are 184 Sunday schools with a 
total enrollment of 20,273 pupils,—an 
increase of 1,619 over that of a year 
ago. This number of pupils is being 
taught by 2,542 teachers. During the 
summer of 1953 there were 163 Bible 
schools with a total enrollment of 10,- 
188 pupils. Another figure of imterest 


is the 5,072 children whose names ap-— 


pear on cradle rolls, which is one 
fourth of our total Sunday school en- 
rollment. During the next one to three 
years this group of children will make 
quite an increase in the enrollment of 
our Sunday schools. Will we be ready 
for this increase with teachers and 
additional Sunday school _ facilities? 
May the Sunday school workers in 
our congregation realize the situation 
as it will present itself during the 
next few years and plan and work ac- 
cordingly! 


An Evangelism effort in and 
through our Sunday school to 
begin October Ist, or this fall was 
approved by resolution of the 
synod at the June convention in 
Audubon, Iowa. 


Materials have been sent to each 
Sunday school of our synod ex- 
plaining its purpose and how it 
is to be conducted. It is hoped that 
the superintendents and teachers 
will give the boys and girls of 
our church schools the opportuni- 
ty as they receive the suggested 
training and guidance to become 
evangelists for their Master,— 
that they may be encouraged to 
share in the work of inviting and 
bringing in such children as are 
not attending any Sunday school. 


Three different series of Sunday 
school materials have been approved 
and recommended for use in our Sun- 
day schools. The first is the E.L.C. 
series. This comes in book form with 
a new book for each grade up through 
high school. It is not uniform. The 
second is the Christian Growth Series, 
which comes in quarterlies and is not 
uniform. It has a very fine course for 
the high school age group. The third 
and last to be approved is the new 
American Uniform Series. This comes 
in loose leaf quarterlies. It is the only 
ser.es that offers a course for parents, 
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By S. S. Kaldahl 


which is its commendable feature. 
The Lutheran Publishing House at 
Blair, Nebraska, will be happy to send 
explanatory and sample materials of 
these three series of Sunday school 
materials woon request from any of our 
Sunday schools. 


The Intersynodical Committee 
of the Lutheran Boards of Parish 
Education is sponsoring a Semi- 
nar in Confirmation Instruction 
and Confirmation at De Koven 
Foundation, Racine, Wisconsin. 
The date is Aug. 24-27. Our 
church will be represented by 
Pastors Verner Carlsen, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, Robert O. Bertel- 
sen, Milwaukee, Wis., and S. S. 
Kaldahl, Oaks, Oklahoma. Pastor 
Kaldahl is to present a paper on 
the subject, “Enlisting and De- 
veloping Parental Support and 
Cooperation during Confirmation 
Instruction.” He will also be in 
charge of the group which will 
study this subject and will at the 
close of the sessions present its 
findings to the entire seminar. 
Dr. C. C. Madsen of Blair to- 
gether with Dr. Arthur Miller of 
St. Louis had the task of settiny 
up the program and studies for 
this seminar. This is the first all- 
Lutheran Seminar of its kind in 
the history of Parish Education in 
our country. 


The annual meeting of the Inter- 
synodical Committee of the Lutheran 
Boards of Parish Education will this 
year meet in Philadelphia as guests of 
the U.L.C. board of parish education. 
The date is Oct. 26-28. Dr. C. C. Mad- 
sen of Blair, who is the secretary of 
this committee, will represent our 
board at this meeting. 


The second Church Workers’ 
Institute of our syned will be held 
at Trinity Seminary in Blair, 
Nebraska. The date is March 14- 
15, 1955. Parish workers of your 
congregation will also be invited 
to share in this institute, as well 
as all teachers, superintendents, 
and members of local boards of 
parish education. It is hoped that 
this institute will also be well at- 


August 30,19 


| 


tended as was our first insti 
two years ago. 


During the past two years from tin 
to time one month’s issues of The Li 
tle Lutheran, our synodical Swndi 
school g~aper, were given to each 
the special missions of our sync 
These special mission issues prov| 
very profitable in presenting the ca 
of those missions to our church schoe 
and were well received by the ch 
dren and teachers alike of owr schoo 
If our children are to have love f| 
the work of missions, we know thé 
must hear and learn about such. 
hope this will be continued in o 
Sunday school paper from time 
time. We also know that our editd 


Mrs. K. M. Ludvigsen, has other pla 
of interest pertaining to The Little Li 


theran in the near future. 


Let us try to make effective use | 
The Little Lutheran in our Sunde 
schools. 


We were happy a week ago to 7% 
ceive a subscription order for TI 
Little Lutheran from the two year oi 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Sunday School 
Storm Lake, Iowa. We were happy 1 
note that the order provided for a pen 
sonal subscription for each teache 
which is to be sent directly by mail t 
this teacher that he might receive ~ 
several days before Sunday in orde 
to read it and study to learn of thing 
of interest to the children. In such 
manner the teacher is prepared in ad 
vance to call the attention of childre 
to those things they should especiall 
note. It is hoped that more of ou 
Sunday schools will follow the exam 
ple of St. Mark’s Sunday School. 


* 


In preparing this issue, you 
editor has drawn on numerou 
previously published articles ¢ 
cur pastors which we felt wer 
peculiarly appropriate for ov 
theme of evangelism built upo 
the basis and motivation of “Li 
in Him.” —For every inspiratio1 
al and helpful thought we than 
you.... 
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“THIS IS THE LIFE!” 


“This is the life!” shout the care- 
Mee youths as they speed over the 

ghway in their “top-down” con- 
pertible with radiant faces tingling 

the sun and wind. 
¥\ ‘This is the life!” exclaims the 
}rrious student as he peers into his 
Piicroscope and notes step by step 
xe fascinating unfolding of a whole 
#2w world of discovery. 
4 “This is the life!” chuckles the 
@2ger angler as he whips his fly into 
ire white water of the churning 
ream, far from the noise of the 
ity and the wearying grind of daily 
mares. 

“This is the life!” breathe Mother 
Hod Dad in reverent gratitude as 
Ley glance at the bowed heads about 

e table in the holy hour of family 

ayer. 

“This is the life!” sings the happy 
irmer as he surveys the rolling 

ean of his fruitful acres white un- 
» the harvest. 

“This is the life!” —Haven’t you 
id it too, maybe often, in golden 


NOBODY ASKED ME 
(Continued from page 1) 


I hurried down the alley and hid 
behind the Standard Oil gas pump 
ross from her church. The big doors 

ere wide open, and kids I knew 
were coming from all over town. The 
Wirls had clean dresses and ribhHons 
ond the fellas were slicked up, too. 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 


xr her to the League. Whether it will work or not time 


By C. C. Madsen, D. D. 


hours of thrilling joy or gratifying 
accomplishment? Just what is it that 
makes this abundance our Lord in- 
tended for all of us? For He says, 
you recall, that is why He came— 
“that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly.” Is it pleasure? Dis- 
covery? Endurance? Satisfaction? 
Accomplishment? No, not just any 
one of these—nor merely all of 
these. But all of these and more. 


Why not let Him tell us Himself? 
He does it as He speaks to His Father 
concerning us. Read it again in His 
prayer, John 17: “And this is e- 
ternal life, that they may know thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent.” (verse 3) 


‘He who has the Son has life,” 
says the Disciple Jesus loved, and 
“he who has not the Son has not 
life.” So He bids us come to Him 
every day and on His day, the 
Lord’s Day, in earnest, receptive 
spirits that we “may be filled with 


all the fulness of God.” (Ephesians 
3:19b) To us as to Elijah of old, 
weary with the strain of service, 
speaks the angel sent from God, 
“Arise and eat, for the journey is 
too great for thee.” 

Why? For ourselves alone? The 
very first ones who worshipped the 
Lord Jesus should be good teachers. 
On the first night of His appearance 
on earth men came to worship Him; 
and they, the shepherds, “returned, 
glorifying and praising God for ail 
they had heard and seen.” From 
every moment of worship in the 
presence of His restoring love He 
sends us forth: “Return to your 
house, and declare how much God 
has done for you.” (Luke 8:39) 

AS THOU DIDST SEND ME 
INTO THE WORLD, SO I HAVE 
SENT THEM INTO THE WORLD 
AND FOR THEIR SAKE Ii\CONSE- 
CRATE MYSELF, THAT THEY 
ALSO MAY BE CONSECRATED 
IN TRUTH. —John 17:18, 19 

—C. 'C. Madsen 


They looked different, somehow. 
But nobody saw me. So pretty soon 
the big gong in the tower clanged 
three times. Then I heard every- 
body singing. They sang, “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus.” I’ve 
heard them tell about this Jesus 
who’s a friend to all, but He must 
have been a funny one. When Pat 
gets mad, he always says that word, 


but not the way Teacher does. May- 
be if somebody had cared about 
him, he’d say it the way she does. 
Maybe he’d be like Mister Hugh. 


Well, Jesus don’t care about me, 
I guess. So I just walked out on this 
country road, ’cause nobody asked 
me to go to Sunday school. 


—Lutheran Herald. 


times The Ansgar Lutheran is the only weekly reminder 
that they belong to the church. 


Let us illustrate: 


Here is a church with 200 homes. 


ill tell. 


Yo Not Quit the Church Paper in Every Home Plan 

It is natural that when the budget is increased by 
ouilding debt and by synodical quota, that the congre- 
rations think they can help themselves by discontinu- 
mg the “Church Paper in Every Home Plan 9) Pney 
might save a few hundred dollars that way. We believe 
hey are wrong in this view. 

The fact is that the very interested members will sub- 
cribe to The Ansgar Lutheran anyway. The members 
that don’t come as often to church and that don’t give 
's much, are the very ones that need the paper. Some- 


‘)0 of these homes would take The Ansgar Lutheran 
and pay $3.00 per subscription. That means that $300 
goes out of that congregation for the paper. 100 homes 
will not take it. But on the Church Paper in Every 
Home Plan 200 homes get the paper for $400 a year, 
whereas only 100 by individual subscription get it for 
$300 a year. For an extra $100 the reading public is 
doubled and those that need the paper most get it. 


These $100 are well spent both for the local congre- 
gation and the synodical work. This sum will be more 
than paid back in gifts to the congregation and the 
synod, 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


Judd to Speak at Dana Homecoming 


Speaker at the banquet during 
the annual Homecoming weekend 
at Dana College Friday through 
Sunday, Oct. 22-24, will be Rep. 
Walter H. Judd, of Minnesota’s fifth 
Congressional district, the Home- 
coming committee announces. Home- 
coming festivities will begin Friday 
evening with the freshman talent 
show and the coronation of the 
queen and will conclude with the 
Sunday morning worship service. 
' A special invitation has been ex- 
tended all graduates of the college 
years 1944-45, 1934-35, 1924-25, 1914- 
15 and 1904-05 to attend Homecom- 
ing this year. Class reunions are 
slated for them. This is the first 
time that such an attempt has been 
made to bring back on campus a 
whole class during Homecoming, 
and it is planned to make such a 
reunion of graduates of 10-year in- 
tervals a regular part of each suc- 
ceeding Homecoming. 

A kaffebord, business meeting, 
luncheon, class reunions and a get- 
together have been planned by the 
committee for the alumni attending 
the annual Homecoming. 

A native of Rising City, Neb., 
Rep. Judd will speak to alumni, 
students, parents and friends at the 
annual banquet Saturday evening 
following the football game in the 
afternoon. Presiding as toastmaster 
at the banquet will be Robert Hog- 
zett, a graduate of 1942 and an 
Iowa attorney. 

Now serving his sixth consecutive 
two-year term in the House of Re- 
presentatives, Rep. Judd will be 
seeking his seventh term in the fall 
elections. He is a nationally recog- 
nized authority on United States 
foreign policy and is a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which has shaped the country’s for- 
eign relief, recovery, rearmament 
and development programs. He is 
also chairman of the subcommittee 
on the Far East and the Pacific and 
is a member of the Committee on 
Government Operations charged 
with continuing review of all ex- 
penditures. 

’ During the presidential election 
campaign of 1952, he was called up- 
on by President Eisenhower to help 
map the Republican Party’s pro- 
gram on foreign affairs and is now 
a close advisor to the President and 
the Department of State on foreign 
policy with special emphasis on the 


country’s policy in the Far Kast. 

After graduating from high school 
in Rising City, Rep. Judd worked 
his way through the University of 
Nebraska and medical school. 

He served as a private in the 
Army during the first World War 
and was discharged as a Lieutenant 
in the field artillery. : 

Rep. Judd has served as a medical 
missionary of the Congregational 
Church in China on two different 
occasions. In 1925-26 he went as a 
medical missionary to South China, 
being forced by repeated malarial 
attacks to return to the United 
States. He returned in 1934, this 
time to North China, where for four 
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Homer Larsen, Edito 


years he was superintendent of ; 
125-bed hospital, part of this tim 
under control of the invading Jap 
anese armies. 


When Japan’s armies moved int 
this area, he saw things which made 
him feel it imperative that thi 
United States stop building up th: 
Japanese war machine. He returnec 
to this country in 1938 to carry tha 
message to more than 1400 audien 
ces in 46 states in two years. 


January, 1941, he took up _ hi: 
medical practice in Minneapolis 
after which in 1942 he was electec 
tc Congress from the Minnesoté 
fifth Congressional district. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 
August 1, 1954 


1953-54 
DISTRICT fiscal year 
Atlantic $ 30.42 
East Canada 388.64 
Illinois jae 
Iowa 838.61 
Minnesota 122.30 
Nebraska 252.87 
North Dakota-Montana 100.00 
Pacific 215.39 
West Canada 00.00 
Wisconsin 250.00 
Total $2251.75 


Less expenditures to August 1, 1954 


Balance on hand August 1, 1954 
Treasurer’s Note: 


Received 
in arrears 
to Aug. 1 Total 
$ 119.00 $ 149.42 
00.00 388.64 
104.68 158.2( 
295.07 1133.68 
429.78 552.08 
43.97 296.84 
00.00 100.0 
150.00 365.39 
00.00 00.00 
347.68 597.68 
$1490.18 $3741.93 
ee eer eS SS ees oy. $ 535.69 
ee Pe 1490.18 
2025.87 
TN, Se Dee En tes 780.33 
s,s leet «pout sia 6c & gage ee a ee 


Because many districts did not realize that the books closed March 34 
a sizeable sum was received in arrears. To give a more accurate picture 
of what the leagues did, the late receipts have been added to those received 


during the fiscal year. 


This is an accurate report. If any District treasurer notes any dis- 
crepancy 1n comparing his books, he is asked to notify the treasurer im- 
mediately. However, it may be noted that a district has contributed more 


tlfan the district treasurer sent to the synodical treasurer. 


This is because 


a few leagues still send contributions directly to the synodical treasurer. 

Our only mission obligation is Japan—$2,000.00 plus the current ex- 
penses of Youth Office and Salaries of Youth Director, and The Ansgar 
Lutheran editor plus some traveling expense. 


Stan Hansen, Treasurer. 
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Dana College begins its 56th year 
September 7 when the new fresh- 
an class meets to take its first en- 
ance examinations. Registration 
‘scheduled for September 8 and 9, 
d classes get under way Septem- 
10. 


held Sunday evening, Septem- 
‘r 12. On the following day the 
minary opens its 69th year with 
egistration in the morning. Bishop 
at Hoffmeyer of the Church of 
nmark, will address the students 
ud faculty Monday afternoon and 
esday morning, September 13 
ud 14. He will also deliver the ser- 
bon at a special service at First 
theran Church, Blair, Monday 
rening, September 13. 


‘Enrollment prospects for the col- 
we as of mid-August indicate an 


E. Wayne Armer 


Dana’s new football and track 
»oach is Mr. E. Wayne Armer who 
will also serve as instructor in Phys- 
cal Educatioin. Mr. Armer is a 
sraduate of Michigan State where 
qe played football under Clarence 
‘Biggie’ Munn, and of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois where he obtained 
1is master’s degree in physical ed- 
ication. Last year Mr. Armer was 
coach at Technical high school, 
Ymaha. The Armers have two boys. 
‘hey are members of First Luther- 
n Church, Omaha. 
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increase in the freshman class. Eigh- 
teen men, six in each class, are ex- 
pected to enroll in the seminary. 


Homecoming October 22-24 
The 1954 Homecoming dates have 
been set for October 22-24. Dana 
plays Tarkio College Saturday af- 
ternoon. At the traditional Home- 
coming Banquet Saturday evening, 
Dr. Walter Judd, Congressman, 
Physician and Missionary, will de- 
liver the address. Mr. Bob Hogzett, 
42, Oakland, Iowa, will be the 
toast master. The third annual 
Alumni Luncheon will be held at 

noon on Saturday, October 23. 


Faculty Notes 


Dr. and Mrs. H. F. Swansen have 
visited Europe this summer. Miss 
McCullough has conducted two ed- 
ucational credit tours, the first in 
Nebraska and the second in Europe. 
Miss Skinkle was a member of Miss 


Mr. Jack F. Bensen, Gainsville, 


Florida, will be assistant professor 
of Speech at Dana and also Dean 
of Men. Mr. Bensen is a graduate 
of Miami University, Florida, of 
West Virginia University and has 
now completed all residence re- 
quirements for the Ph. D. at the 
University of Florida. Mr. Bensen 
has had several years of teaching 
experience in the field of forensics. 
The Bensens have two children and 
are also members of the Lutheran 
church. 


Jack F. Bensen 


ub E 


Dana and Trinity Open New Year 


McCullough’s group which toured 
Europe. 

A number of staff members have 
spent the summer in graduate study. 
Among them are Mr. Bansen at the 
University of California, Mr. Fer- 
guson and Mr. Cloyd at the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska, Dr. Mengers at 
Boston University and Miss McCul- 
lough at the University of Omaha. 

Other faculty members have 
taught in the Dana summer session. 
Some have spent the summer 
months in independent study and 
research or have been engaged in 
various kinds of employment. Sev- 
eral staff members worked as Ad-. 
missions Counselors among high 
school seniors. 

Dr. C. C. Madsen has been pro- 
moted to the rank of full Comman- 
der in the United States Naval Re- 
serve. Dr. Madsen was a Chaplain 
in World War II before joining the 
staff at Dana and Trinity in 1946. 


New College Statf Members 


Victor J. Wiric 


Mr. Victor J. Wiric of Minneapolis 
will take Mr. A. J. Snowbeck’s place 
as assistant professor of Business 
Administration and Economics. Mr. 
Wiric is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Kentucky where he received 
both his bachelor’s and master’s 
degree. He has taught in mid-west- 
ern colleges since 1946. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiric are members of the Pres- 
byterian church. Mr. Snowbeck de- 
votes full time to his new position 
as Business Manager. 


12 


XV AAAAIAAA LA AA IAL AALS SAA SIS SIS SASS SASS SSS SSA SES SSSI SSSA SSIES SSIES SASSI SIS SII ISI IG 


BY THE FIRESIDE 
HIB EERIE DDE DODD DE ODD DODD ODDO DDE ODD DE pt bt 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


JUST USE ME 


I am the Bible. 

I am God’s wonderful library. 

I make known to all Him who is the 
Truth. 

To the weary pilgrim, I am a good, 
strong staff. 

To the one who sits in black gloom, 
I am glorious light. 

To those who stoop beneath heavy 
burdens, I am sweet rest. 

To Him who has lost his way, I am 
a safe guide. 


To those who have been hurt by sin, 
I am healing balm. 

To the discouraged, I whisper a glad 
message of hope. 

To those who are distressed by the 
storms of life, I am an anchor, sure and 
steadfast. 

To those who suffer in lonely soli- 
tude, I am as a cool, soft hand resting 
on a fevered brow. 

Oh, child of man, to best defend me, 
just use me. 


A Litany (for any political party.) 

From partisanship that sets votes above 
truth, 

From loud, swelling words that mean 
nothing, 

From vicious appeals to prejudice and 
hatred, 

‘Good Lord, deliver us. 


From every form of whipping up hys- 
teria, 
From the reckless 
character, 
From dark betrayals of civil liberties, 
Good Lord, deliver us, 


assassination of 


From swelling avowals of devotion to 
“the people” while selling them 
down the river, 

From the political “realism” that cove- 
nants with crooks and gangsters, 

From frenzy for victory even at the 
risk of endangering the world’s peace, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


Amen! 
—From Christian Century by Simeon 
Stylites. 


FAITH’S FIRM ROAD 
By Ernest O. Sellers 
How firm is the road we follow, 
How strong its base and hill; 
How sure each step and safe the way, 
If we obey his will. 
How far it stretches out beyond 
Dreams of youth, hopes of age; 
No fear have they who fully trust 
And in his ways engage. 
Follow his truth sifted from lies, 
Find peace mid changing scenes; 
His strong right hand will safely 
lead 
To where heaven’s glory gleams. 


“Who has done the most to rouse the 
working classes?” inquired the union 
organizer. Came the reply, “The in- 
ventor of the alarm clock.” 


SHE ASKED FOR IT 


The Catechism class of five-year-olds 
had been told the story of Moses. The 
teacher continued dramatically, “whom 
do you suppose the Egyptian Princess 
found to take care of the little boy 
found in the bulrushes?” ‘The answer 
came without hesitation from one small 
child: “a baby sitter.” 


A NEW DEVIL 


The Methodists in one locality in 
Ireland had arranged a revival week, 
and had advertised it so extensively 
that many came to the meetings, inso- 
much that the Roman Catholic priest 
felt it his duty to warn his flock to keep 
away, telling them roundly that the re- 
vival was the work of the devil. 


He was met in the street later by a 
peasant-boy who asked him whether he 
really meant that the revival was the 
work of the devil. © fcOUnSemitm See 
said the priest. 


“Och, thin, yer riverence,” replied 
the boy, “there must be a new divvle, 
for that’s not the way the ould divvle 
used to make people behave them- 
selves!” 


CLIMBING MOUNTAINS 


We took a rest from man’s routine, 

From man’s mechanical clock-timed 
day; 

And started up a mountain side, 

Up, up to the peak; 

Up, where God’s majestic greatness 

Drums loudly in one’s soul. 


Words, words do not describe 

The scenes that passed our climbing 
feet; 

Scenes of cliffs, steep rugged slabs 
of rock, 

Now jutting skyward in a harmony 
of lines. 
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Down, down below, aspen trees 

Were whispering out Fall color 
schemes. 

Bright morning blew its clouds— | 

Steam mists with spring-like fingers 

Clasping ’round the highest peaks} 

| 


And up—high up—mountain lakes) 
nestled / 4 
"Neath the snow-bibbed mountain} 
peaks. “ei 
Here, here we said was Beauty; 
Perfection yet unspoiled by man’s 
rude hands. 
Here was God; still, patient God; 
God in matchless glory, 
Flooding earth with endless love. 


—M. A. S| 


LUTHERAN FACTS 


Here are a few Lutheran “firsts 
that are possibly unknown to man 
of our readers: 

The first clergyman ordained i 
America was a Lutheran. | 

The first Protestant pastor buried 
on American soil was a Danish Lu-} 
theran. 

The first Protestant missionary tol 
the Indians was a Lutheran. 

The first book translated for the| 
Indians was Luther’s small cate-| 
chism. 

The first American flag was un-| 
furled by a Lutheran general. 

The first American naval flag 
was made by a group of Lutheran’ 
women. | 

The first Protestant hospital in| 
America was built by Lutherans. | 

The first president of the Con- 
gress of the United States was a/ 
Lutheran— 


99) 


KILL THE SPIDER 


An old deacon who used to pray | 
every Wednesday night at prayer | 
meeting always concluded his pray- 
er the same way: “And, Lord, clean | 
all the cobwebs out of my life.” 1 
think you know what he was talk- | 
ing about. The cobwebs—those 
things that ought not to have been 
there but had gathered during the 
week. Well, it got too much for one 
fellow in the prayer meeting, and 
he heard the old deacon one time 
too often. So when the old man 
made that prayer, the fellow jump- | 
ed up to his feet and shouted, “Lord, 
Lord, don’t do it! Don’t do it! Kil]. 
the spider!” 


—Gospel Herald 
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Shrewd summer resort keepers have a cunning way 
Tin luring the vacationist fisherman to their fish-teeming 
streams. The exaggerated pictures of the big ones caught 
7 {in their nearby waters is live bait on which the fisher- 
man bites. Many an anxious angler has dropped his line 
into these highly advertised streams and lakes, with 
heir costly surroundings, without landing anything 
ut a water-soaked shoe or tree limb. Common sense 
teaches us we cannot fish for whales in mud-puddles. 


The greatest catches in life do not come that way. The 
osquito’s bite, the uneven, muddy river path, the thick 
nderbrush, the wind and the waves all have their way 
ith the determination of the fisherman. [Brook trout 
re generally caught in crystal-clear mountain streams. 
o catch these a man must climb. One who wants grey 
rout dare not be water-shy. To take these a man must 
roll from a small boat and take the chances of an upset. 
e choicer the fish the greater the energy and exertion 
o take them. 


Thousands of men throughout our country are now 
rooming their reels and lines for the fishing season 
eir pet spoons and flies are flashed in the eyes of their 
riends with the words, “Watch me get them this sum- 
er.” That reminds me of the preacher who wrote me 
that he was going to pay me a visit and catch some of 
the big ones. I was then preaching in Ontario in the 
heart of a fisherman’s paradise. Soon thereafter he, a 
ten-year-old lad, and I were out on one of these lakes 
‘near my home. My guest angler had a fishing tackle, as 
‘I well remember, valued at $150. This he kept in a fine 
tsteel box. The sweat ran from his brow as he tried this 
plug, then that; this fly, then that. Every bit of his 
\equipment was well tested and tried. After five hours 
‘of fishing, his costly outfit had not netted a single fish. 
'The lad, however, with nothing but a ten-cent troll, 
which he used very skillfully, when evening came, had 
landed three fine black bass and two large pike. 


This illustration seems to find fitting application in 
‘our work in the Christian church today. A preacher does 
not need a $100,000 church plant, a robed choir, a trim 
‘cutaway frock coat to do effective work as Christ’s 
fisherman. These all can be assets in his hands, but 
they can also become millstones about his neck. A man 
does not need the Queen Mary or the Bremen to fish 
from. He would need a very long line to reach the fish 
if he did. And I believe the church has often been cri- 
ticized for this long-lined method of Christian fishing. 
Any seaworthy, Christ-planned craft of life will do. 
Rather a small boat laden with live fish for the Master 
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than a palatial ocean liner with a tin of sardines in its 
hull. 


We today often classify fishing as a pastime or amuse- 
ment. In the Holy Land it constituted a chief source of 
food. Peter, Andrew, James, and John, Jesus’ disciples, 
were fishermen. Their lives depended upon the fish they 
caught. They took their fishing seriously. How lightly 
has the church taken its occupation of fishing? Are we 
out chiefly for an amusing time, a quiet hour, a period 
of rest? Cushioned pews, charming music, convictionless 
and conscienceless attitudes can rock a fisherman to sleep 
if he does not stand his guard. 


Jesus approached these sun-tanned toilers of the deep. 
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men,” he said. 
Men have fished for many things, wealth, prestige, and 
an abundance of things which when they landed them 
never satisfied their desires. Passion for things detri- 
mental to human life is exceedingly hard to overcome. 
These men were to be fishers of men. They were to 
bring their live catch to Jesus. Evangelists, preachers, 
teachers, Sunday school workers, all these and a host of 
others have learned the technique of Jesus’ way of fish- 
ing. 


Even after Jesus had called these fishermen of Galilee 
into his service there were periods in their lives when 
they “toiled all night and took nothing.” Again and 
again the words, “Launch out into the deep,” must have 
reached the range of their Christian hearing. Greater 
sacrifices, keener efforts, concentrated and consecrated 
ambitions always have brought encouraging results: the 
boats are filled; fish are taken. 


) 


We cannot deny it, before the eyes of the true Christian 
there never appears the sign “No Fishing Allowed,” But, 
“Come, and I will make you fishers of men.” 


My home is close by the Kaskaskia River. I have lived 
here nearly two years. Men with rods and reels return- 
ing homeward after the catch question me, “Parson, 
are you going fishing?” Till this present moment I have 
not gone fishing. But I intend to go. Still there is an- 
other type of fishing that should take all the energies 
of a devoted Christian. With God’s help and Christ’s 
presence in the ensuing year I am planning to do some 
“real” fishing. —Watchman-Examiner. 
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Clifton, U1l., Zion Ev. Luth. Sunday school, balance from contents of Len-|........ ' 
1S) oe gl 2 oY Lahn ee ee aR hs cnr ere eRe sec oRigneriap accra MnacmAneneisobasrevie seer 6507 Gr G02 ashe e-Brn nn BO. GON... 
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Luck, Wis., Willing Workers in memory of Kev. C. C. Mengers, Fred] ........... | 
Mickelsen sand. Mrank: (Rutten si nccmsesacnemee serene cee ee 6.00 
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Milltown, Wis., The Busy Bees in memory of Mrs. Ida Bengsten 
Sleepy Eve, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. Glen Schultz in memory of Aunt Em- 


Naw Nansen: Underwood, Ta, Se nuvcRap cet teeta te Ree oe ee ee eee 
Ferndale, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School | 
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TRelinayerey Were isi Shs TEC bU PSs IBMT, COMMENT conte seerane nscesccrsaen raesaeeon ~ 
Brooklyn, Wis., Luth. Daily Vacation Bible School . h 
Sineilony, Wake, “Lrehttevol ale, Toybhelat COlabnaelal Cake ee Se eaten 
Sidney, Mont., Martin H. Iversen in memory of Mrs. Chris P. 
SORCIISE Twa Prater <, Sites cet ck fe Rasta cas sR ea eee Ta Ny ak cant mae 
Sidney, Mich., Miss Joan Lavery 


IRB, — \WaiGises Chas, enero IMnASe Ale GE Aieioleferal cétac nsaasnse acetigansoatee Goa eesanns 
Racine, Wis., in memory of Mrs. Nels Hansen of Emmaus 
Church. The words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space. 
Chris Jensen, Oscar Scheel, A. V. Martin, L. A. Durand, 
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ERVANTS OF THE LORD 


If you are a Sunday school teacher, you are a SERV- 
NT of the Lord. You may have been asked to be a 
eacher by the pastor or by the superintendent or by a 
urch board, but no matter who asked you, you are 
the LORD’S servant. You are doing His work. What 
ind of servant are you? 


Are you an INDIFFERENT teacher? If so, you... 
spend little time on preparation @ are often late 
r almost late @ never try to make your class in- 
teresting @ have poor discipline e do not care if the 
children learn e@ do not try to understand the chil- 

en @ make no attempt to improve your teaching 

live an inconsistent life 


Are you a MILITANT teacher? If so, you... 
demand absolute attention e demand that the 
thildren behave e@ demand that the lessons are learned 
are not too concerned about the attitudes of the 
hildren e seldom change your methods of teaching 


Are you a CONSCIENTIOUS 

try to have a good class e try to prepare your 
ssons @ try to maintain discipline e try to get 
e children to do the lessons @ try to be a good 
eacher, but try in your own strength 


Are you a CHRIST-DIRECTED teacher? If so, you... 
have a personal intimate relationship with Christ 
make prayer a vital part of your preparation 
seek to improve your teaching by attending classes 

nd studying e prepare carefully for your class 
aim to have an interesting class @ are interested 

n each child and his home e_ seek to lead each child 
nto a growing relationship with Christ 


teacher? If so, you... 


You fit into one of the types or you may be a mix- 
ture. No matter what type you are, you are still a serv- 
nt of the Lord. You are all He cee to teach His chil- 
dren. 


—from a tract 


Nebraska 
FORD VAN LINES 
MOVING SERVICE ANYWHERE 
Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 
COLLEGE HILL, BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
Phone 2727 


——E ss. 


Lincoln 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


35 WEST 53RD STREET $e 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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A TEACHER’S PRAYER 
O God of mercy, God of might. . 
Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught, 
To feel for those Thy Blood hath bought, 
That every word, and deed, and thought, 
May work a work for Thee. Amen. 

“The man who deprives himself of an intimate knowl- 
edge of the Bible deprives himself of the best there is 
in the world. The Bible stands right in the center, in 
the marketplace of our lives, and there bubbles with the 
waters of life. It is itself the fountain, and only those 
who have learned from it, only those who have drunk 
from its waters, can be refreshed for the long journey. 
I expect to find the solution of problems before me as 
President in the proportion that I am faithful in the 
study of the Word of God. If every man in the United 
States would read one chapter of the Bible each day, 
most of the nation’s troubles would disappear.”—Wood- 
row Wilson. 


FP ETAT es Oe SET TE LE LT a ET 
ILLINOIS DISTRICT CONVENTION 

The Illinois District Convention will be held September 
16 to 19, at Atonement Lutheran Church, 6740 W. North 
Ave., Chicago, Illinois. All congregations of the district are 
urlzed to send delegates, one for every fifty confirmed mem- 
bers. Members of the district are cordially invited to attend 
the convention. 

All Pastors of the District are expected to be present. 

Axel M. Andersen, President. 

We extend a cordial invitation to all pastors, delegates and 
friends of the Illinois District to attend the Annual Conven- 
tion to be held in Atonement Lutheran Church, 6740 W. 
North Avenue, Chicago 35, Illinois, September 16-19, 1954. 
Send all reservations to: 

Registration Committee 

Atonement Lutheran Church 

6740 W. North Avenue 

Chicago 35, Illinois 


Donald T. Hansen, Pastor 
Walter Christensen, President 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Ine. 


ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


PR ANI TO DENMARE 


Quick, Reliable Information on 


Over 7,550 Religious Subjects 


LUTHERAN 
~~ CYCLOPEDIA 


A valuable reference tool designed for the 
Christian home, church worker, library. 


Perplexing religious questions and problems are constantly arising. You 
generally don’t have time to run to the library or consult your pastor. 


You'll find the Lutheran Cyclopedia a great time-saver and a reliable source 
of quick information on such subjects as: ‘‘Lodges”’, Church and State’’, 

“Free Will’, ‘“Lay Baptism’’, ‘““Communistic Societies’’, ‘‘Gambling and 
Wotteres: , » lhe Dance % se Divine Healing ~ “Cathohe hunch. 


The Cyclopedia offers up-to-date information on over 7,550 subjects of 
religious significance, past and present. It contains brief enlightening 
expressions of the Christian faith in such important areas as: art, music, 
worship, education, Bible translations, Bible interpretation, missions, church 
organizations, liturgics, hymnology, architecture, archaeology, publicity, 
social work, church finances, ethics, church history. 


Turn to its easy-to-read pages for reliable information on the main teachings 
and history of your church, other Lutheran Synods, the church bodies of 
the world, current movements in the Church, movements which have 
affected the Church. 


Entries on hundreds of living and historic personages. Special emphasis on 
Lutheranism in America. Basic articles by 112 major contributors. 
Extensive cross references. 


Belongs in every Lutheran home. A useful reference book for public 
libraries, for seminary, university, college, and high school libraries. 


1160 pages. Bound in durable handsome maroon binding. 6 x 9. Gold lettering. 
$7.50 net 


A FEW OF THE OVER 7,550 ENTRIES 


Kiss of Peace Millenium 
Browning, Robert Church and State 


fee Confessions SUM Aane noe 
Dredestnalon Communistic Societies 


Finances in the Church 
Four-Square Gospel 
Unpardonable Sin 
Roman Catholic Church 


Charlemagne Divine Healing Freemasonry 

Chatauara Means of Grace Hades Gospel 

Christmas and Christmas Ecce Homo Worship of Saints 
Customs Emerson, Ralph Waldo House of David 


Special Pre-Publication Offer to Sept. 30 


— $5.95 — 
RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 


In 
Every 


Corner 
SING 


Helen Pfatteicher 

A. book for everyone who has 
ever opened his hymnal on Sunday 
morning and wondered how the 
words and music came to be. Here 
are the stories behind more than 
500 hymns and tunes, as well as 
brief accounts of highlights in the 
lives of over 150 authors and com- 
posers. An invaluable source book 
for ministers and music leaders. 


$2.50 


The - 
Choral 

through 

400 years 


by 
Edwin Liemohn 


1 


Between these covers, the author 
has assembled more than 120 mus- 
ical illustrations as a help in ana- 
lyzing the development of congre- 
gational hymns. The musical set- 
tings are traced from the early Gre- 
gorian chants through 400 years of 
change, 


$2.50 
elalelaialalalelelalelataleleietataioins 


Lutheran Publishing House 
200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
Please send me the following: 
—In Every Corner Sing 
—Lutheran Cyclopedia 
—The Chorale 
(Postage extra) 


C.0.D.— Charge— 


I enclose $ 
N@ING i irancseps ceca tte saan ae ee 
Address 
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